










/k+s/ 
/k/ + /s/ -x 

fox 
-ks 
plurals:   books 

-cks 
ducks 

-kes 
cakes 

-cs 
I love picnics. 

HANDWRITING SUB-SKILLS: 
Demonstrate the correct tripod hold 
– for young learners say, “Froggy 
legs with the log under” – pinch 
the pencil with thumb and forefinger 
just above where the cone end 
slopes, make a fist and place the 
middle finger beneath the pencil to 
form the tripod hold, or grip, (small 
hands struggle to ‘grip’ fat pencils 
or marker pens, use regular-sized 
pencils) 
Air write, finger-trace and copy-
write graphemes whilst saying 
the sound – this is ‘multi-sensory’ 
linking sounds to shapes and 
handwriting the shapes (e.g. say /ch/ 
for ‘ch’ – not /k/ /h/) 
Mini whiteboards are suitable for 
quick-fire ‘show me’ activities;  
for handwriting practice – use 
paper and pencil routines sitting 
with good posture at desks, paper 
slanted, spare hand holding paper 
steady  
BE VIGILANT for learners hooking 
their wrists around and writing 
‘above’ the words on the page – 
ensure they write ‘below’ the words. 

/g+z/ 
/g/ + /z/ -x 

exam 
-gs 
plurals:   pegs 

-ggs 
eggs 

-gues 
catalogues 

/y/  
/j/ 

y 
yawn 

     
/z/  

/z/ 
z 
zebra 

-zz 
jazz 

-s 
fries 

-se 
cheese 

-ze 
breeze 

x 
xylophone 

/ch/  
/tʃ/ 

ch 
chairs 

-tch 
patch 

 /ch+u/  
/tʃ/+/ə/ -ture 

picture 
/sh/  

/ʃ/ 
sh 
sheep 

ch 
chef 

-ti 
station 

-ci 
magician 

-ssi 
admission 

unvoiced /th/ 
/θ/ 

th 
thistle 

  voiced /th/ 
/ð/ 

th 
there 

 
/zh/  

/ʒ/ 
-si 
television 

-s 
treasure 

-z 
azure     (blue) 

g 
courgette 

-ge 
collage 

 
Please note that this version of an Alphabetic Code Chart is not definitive. Further code may be discovered in both common and unusual words. The word ‘giraffe’, for 
example, is common but the grapheme ‘-ffe’ is rare AS CODE FOR the sound /f/. Add discovered code to the chart or to the MAIN PHONICS DISPLAY WALL. 
On this chart, a grey dash indicates that the particular letter/s-sound correspondence is unlikely to begin a word. 
Hollow letters alert the reader to various possible pronunciations; for example, wa could be the code for /w+a/ as in ‘wag’, but is more likely to be /w+o/ as in ‘watch’. 
This is a generic alphabetic code chart highlighting the vowel sounds followed by the consonant sounds. Alphabetic Code Charts can be designed to be programme-specific 
according to the order that the letter/s-sound correspondences are introduced and with specific mnemonic systems (aids to memory for the sounds and/or spellings).  
Vowel sounds can be spelled with both vowel letters and consonant letters such as ‘igh’, ‘ow’, ‘or’, ‘ough’. Teachers need to make clear when they are referring to vowel or 
consonant sounds, or vowel or consonant letters.              For further information, see synthetic phonics guidance documents at www.phonicsinternational.com 
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